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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL TRIP TO NIGERIA 

AS THE AFRICAN BUREAU IS AWARE, I AM DEEPLY WORRIED 
ABOUT IMPLICATIONS FOR NIGERIA- AMERICAN BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP OF A) POSSIBLE POSTPONEMENT OF PRESIDENT'S 
PROPOSED EASTER-TIME VISIT TO NIGERIA, AND B) CONTINUING DELAY 
IN RESPONDING TO OBASANJO'S REQUEST OF TWO MONTHS AGO THAT WE 
EXAMINE THE ALTERNATIVE OF ’ANYTIME AFTER APRIL 3 1 IN VIEW OF 
NIGERIAN BUDGET PRESSURES DURING ORIGINALLY SUGGESTED TIME PERIOD 
(MARCH 22 TO APRIL 3). 

2. SIGNIFICANT POSTPONEMENT (E.G. BEYOND APRIL) WILL PRODUCE 
SUBSTANTIAL CRITICAL REACTION HERE, BOTH PUBLIC AND OFFICIAL. 

THIS REACTION WILL RISK JEOPARDY TO CONTINUING FORWARD MOVEMENT 
IN OUR IMPROVED POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP, AND WILL SPECIFICALLY 
THREATEN THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A NUMBER OF KEY ECONOMIC/FINANCIAL 
OBJECTIVES THAT WE NOW SEE COMING INTO RANGE. FURTHERMORE. 
CONTINUING DELAY IN OUR RSPONSE IS PROVING INCREASINGLY 
EMBARRASSING IN OUR RELATIONS WITH TOP LEVELS OF THE FMG. 

OBASANJO CANNOT ORGANIZE HIS PERSONAL SCHEDULE UNTIL WE 
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GET HIM OFF THE HOOK. FOR EXAMPLE, UNDERSTAND ON GOOD 
AUTHORITY THAT A VISIT TO MOSCOW THIS SPRING IS UNDER 
ACTIVE CONSIDERATION. WE HAVE REPORTS OF A PROPOSED INVITA- 
TIONS TO WEST GERMAN CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AND FOREIGN MINISTER 
GENSC ER TO VISIT NIGERIA. KHARTOUM'S 0289 REPORTED THAT 
OBASANJO WOULD VISIT SUDAN NEXT MARCH. WHATEVER THE SUBSTANCE 
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OF OUR RESPONSE TO THE FMG, WE OWE THEM A RESPONSE IN VERY 
SHORT ORDER. 

3. (OUR CONCERNS REGARDING DAMAGE THAT SIGNIFICANT POSTPONE- 
MENT OF THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT WOULD INFLICT ON OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP HAVE NOT RPT NOT DIMINISHED. IF WE ARE REALLY UP 
AGAINST IT. HOWEVER, AND WHITE HOUSE CANNOT ARRANGE NIGERIA 
VISIT FOR EARLY APRIL (BUT AFTER APRIL 3), WE OWE YOU OUR 

BEST ADVICE ON HOW WE MIGHT AT LEAST TO SOME EXTENT MINIMIZE THE 
UNFAVORABLE REACTION. FIRST, WE SHOULD IF POSSIBLE PRESENT THE 
FMG WITH A CHOICE OF NEW DATES RATHER THAN A SINGLE TAKE-IT-OR 
LEAVE-IT OPTION. FOR EXAMPLE, WE MIGHT OFFER A CHOICE BETWEEN 
EARLY MAY AND MID TO LATE JULY, OR A CHOICE BETWEEN LATE MAY 
AND LATE JUNE. A LESS ATTRACTIVE OPTION, BUT BETTER THAN 
PROPOSING ONLY ONE POSSIBLE TIME PERIOD, WOULD BE TO OFFER A 
NEW TIMING BUT INDICATE THAT THE ORIGINAL EASTER-TIME OPTION 
IS STILL OPEN IN THE EVENT NIGERIAN BUDGET PREPARATION PRESSURES 
HAVE EASED. IF ONLY ONE TIME PERIOD IS PROPOSED, THE MAGNITUDE 
HOW FAR INTO THE FUTURE ARE THE NEW PROPOSED DATES 
ANYTIME AFTER LATE SUMMER WILL LOOK LIKE A PUT-DOWN AS WELL 
AS A PUT-OFF TO THE FMG. SUCH AN OFFER WOULD PROBABLY BE 
MET BY LONG DELAY IN FMG RESPONSE AND MIGHT RESULT IN AN EVENTUAL 
FALL-THROUGH OF THE PROPOSED ALTOGETHER. 

4. WE SHOULD NOTE THAT MID-APRIL THROUGH JULY ARE THE HEAVY 
RAINFALL MONTHS IN LAGOS. THUS, IN EVENT EARLY APRRIL IS NOT 
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POSSIBLE, A VISIT DURING 3 1/2 MONTHS THEREAFTER WOULD REQUIRE 
PLANNING FOR ALTERNATE SHELTERED SITES FOR EACH OUTDOORS EVENT 
IN CASE OF RAIN. RAIN WOULD OF COURSE CUT DOWN ON VISUAL IMPACT 
OF SUCH EVENTS. 

5. WE HAVE LEFT THE FMG HANGING FOR TWO MONTHS WITHOUT A 
RESPONSE. THIS IS NO WAY TO DEAL WITH FRIENDS, ESPECIALLY 
WHEN THEY ARE PROUD, TOUCHY AND PRONE TO OVERREACTION. 

EASUM 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED WHITE HOUSE. 
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